Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/superintendentso00uns_91c 


■23 

•v.  Sept.   1960) 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

(Park  or  Office) 


O  -n 

73  F 

</>  m 

c 

c  z 


n  * 
m 

70 


PLEASE  RETURN  THIS  FILE  PROMPTLY  TO 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  RELORT 


DECEMBER  L962 


(Activity) 


IMPORTANT 

This  file  constitutes  a  port  of  the  official  records  of  the 
'ional  Park  Service  and  should  not  be  separated  or  papers 
hdrawn  without  express  authority  of  the  official  in  charge. 
Officials  and  employees  will  be  held  responsible  for 
ore  to  observe  these  rules,  which  are  necessary  to  pro- 
t  ths  integrity  of  the  official  records. 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National  Piir^,  Wyoming 

January  9,  1963 

mary  of  December  1962  rative 

Cold.  Maximum  52°  12/16  at  Mammoth;  Minimum  -40° 
W.  Yell.  12/2j.   Snow  cover  below  average 

Mo.  visitation  587;  yearly  total  l,tj2->,227 
Snowmobiles  oj.     ell.  did  not  operate, 
of  snow  cover 

Gastellum,  Nelson,  Howe  to  Mont.  Wildlife  Fed. 

meeting,  Kalispell,  12/1-2; 

Gastellum,  Howe  to  Mont.  Natural  Resources 

Council  meeting, Helena,  12/3; 

Gastellum,  Howe  to  Forestry  Club,  Missoula,  12/5; 

Martinek,  Good  to  Wyo.  Outfitters  Assoc,  meeting, 

Dubois,  Wyo.  12/7-8; 

Gastellum,  Howe  to  Mont.   Wilderness  Assoc, 

Missoula  12/9; 

Williams  and  Haines  to  Billings,  12/11,  Mont. 

Archaeo.  Soc. 

Special  Sub-Committee  of  Interior  &  Insular  Affairs 
meeting,  Bozeman,  12/18; 

Annual  travel  report  mailed; 

Supt.  and  Mrs.  Garrison  vacationing  in  Panama 

Barmore  to  Biologist,  GS-9,  12/13; 

Hammack  to  Supv.  Storekeeping  Clerk,  GS-5,12/3; 

Morey,  Supv.  Park  Ranger,  12/3 

Dick  to  Mt.  McKinley  as  Supt.,  12/9; 

Huffman  from  Sequoia,  Ralo  Tech,  GS-11,  12/16 


None  in  Park  during  month 

Research  on  historical  background  of  elk  problem; 
NPS  Chapel;  Foster  manuscript  on  Big  Hole  Battle. NM; 

Donation  of  photo  of  Howard  Eaton 


Fumarole  area  in  Mary  Bay;  2  eruptions  of 
Steamboat  Geyser 
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PUBLICITY 

PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 

CHAPEL  USE 

CONSTRUCTION 

ROADS 
CONTRACTS 

DESIGN  & 
CONSTRUCTION 


Hjelra's  Retirement  4 

Annual  financial  report  from  Yellowstone  Park  Co.  4 

Annual  financial  report  from  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  4 

Madison  and  Lamar  River  gauges  read  4 


Several  on  Specimen  Ridge  4 

In  Dragon's  Mouth  area  in  Hayden  Valle> ;  Texas 

Meat  Co.  contract  fulfilled  (357  trapped  during  Dec)  4 


Approx.  1,000  in  Crystal  Trap  area;  300  in  Lamar- 
Soda  Butte  area;  elk  live  traps  activated; 
specimens  for  research  by  MSU  &  Mont.F&G  Dept.; 
27  taken  for  biological  collection 


1  seen  at  Lamar  on  12/26 

10  along  Gallatin,  12/17;  10  between  Lamar  and 
Cooke  City,  12/8 

Weekly  newsletter  issued;  2  press  releases 


Ranger  Lamb  speaking  tour 

Protestant  services  held  throughout  the  month; 
Special  Christmas  Eve  service 

West  YellowstoneAirport  drawings  submitted  by 
Wenzel  Co. 

Beryl  Springs  Project 

Floyd  Hathaway  awarded  Clinic  Building  and 
Elementary  School  Building,  Mammoth 
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vj    REPLY    REFER   TO: 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National  Park,   Wyoming 

wary  9,   1963 
A2823 

MMrnte 

To :  Director 

From:     Acting  Superintendent,  Yellowstone  National  Perk 

Subject   Monthly  Narrative  Report  for  December  1962 

General 

weather  Condition*:  There  was  a  noticeable  lack  ot  snow  during  the  month. 
Total  snowfall  ranged  from  one  inch  at  Old  Faithful  to  six  inches  at  West 
Yellowstone.  The  snow  pack  throughout  the  Park  is  below  average  for  this 
date.  The  taartmuni  temperature  recorded  during  the  month  was  52  degrees  at 
Mammoth  on  December  16. 
Temperatures  around  the  Park  on  Christmas  Day: 

40  degrees  below  zero  at  West  Yellowstone 

37  degrees  below  sero  at  Old  faithful 

35  degrees  below  sero  at  Lamar 

30  degrees  below  sero  at  Tower  Fall 

20  degrees  below  sero  at  Headquarters 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Visitors  to  the  Park  totaled  5S7  as 
compared  to  1,012  last  December.  All  entrances  to  the  Park  were  closed 
during  the  month  except  the  North  and  Northeast  entrance  to  Cooke  City. 

Total  yearly  travel  was  1, 923,227,  tasking  1962  the  record  travel  year  to 
date.  1957  was  the  all  time  high  travel  year  with  1,3*5,857. 

snowmobiles  ofWeat  Yellowstone  was  not  permitted  to  operate  in  the  Park 
during  December  because  of  insufficient  snow  cover  for  ov*V3oow  vehicles. 

Specie 1  Activities:  Associate  Superintendent  Gastellum,  Assistant  Super- 
intendent Nelson  and  Biologist  Howe  attended  the  Montana  wildlife  Federation 
annual  meeting  in  Kail  spell  on  December  1  and  2.  ar.  castelium  was  lecturer 
of  the  month  at  the  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  sponsored  by  the 
University. 

On  December  3,  Associate  .superintendent  Gastellum  and  Biologist  iiowe 
attended  the  Montana  Natural  Resources  Council  of  State  end  Federal 
agencies  in  Helena,  Montana.  Mr.  Gastellum  addressed  the  group  on 
Yellowstone's  resources. 
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Associate  Superintendent  Gaatellum  and  Biologist  Howe  attended  the 
Forestry  Club  meeting,  Montana  State  University,  Missoula  on  Decem- 
ber 5.  Mr.  Gaatellum  talked  to  about  100  at  the  Forestry  Club. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Martlnek  and  Acting  Chief  Naturalist  Good 
attended  the  fourth  annual  Wyoming  Outfitters  Association  meeting  in 
Dubois,  Wyoming,  December  7  and  8.  Mr.  Good  presented  a  talk  on  the 
elk  control  program  to  80  persons  on  the  8th. 

Associate  Superintendent  Casteilum  and  Biologist  Howe  attended  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Montana  Outfitters  and  Guides  Association, 
December  7  and  8,  held  in  Missoula.  Mr.  Gaatellum  conducted  an  illus- 
trated program  on  Yellowstone  at  one  of  the  business  sessions,  and  later 
he  was  guest  speaker  at  a  noon  luncheon.   His  noon  luncheon  talk  was  on 
Antarctica. 

Associate  Superintendent  Gastellura  and  Biologist  Howe  attended  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Montana  Wilderness  Association  in  Missoula  on  December  9. 
At  this  meeting  Mr.  Howe  was  appointed  to  the  Council  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired term  of  former  Superintendent  Hummel  of  Glacier  National  Park. 
Mr.  Casteilum  substituted  for  Mr.  Zanhizer,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Wilderness  Society. 

Acting  Superintendent  of  Big  Hole  Battlefield  National  Monument  Williams 
and  Park  Historian  Haines  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Montana  Archaeological 
Society  in  Billings,  December  11. 

A  Special  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  sub-committee  of 
the  Interior  and  Insular  Affairs  Committee  conducted  a  hearing  Decem- 
ber 18,  in  Bozeman,  Montana,  at  10:00  a.m.,  in  the  Student  Union  Building 
of  Montana  state  College,  on  the  policies  of  management  and  reduction 
program  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  elk  herd;  Representative  Arnold  Olsen 
(D-Mont),  Ralph  Rivers  (D-Alaska),  and  Milton  Pearl,  professional  staff 
member  of  the  committee.  More  than  300  representatives  of  sportsmen's 
groups,  conservation  and  Federal  and  State  agencies  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
area  interested  in  the  Yellowstone  Elk  Herd,  attended  the  hearing.  As  a 
result  of  the  hearing  we  feel  that  public  hunting  in  the  Park  Is  no 
longer  an  issue.   Live  trapping  and  transplanting  was  most  desired  by 
those  who  testified.  Associate  Superintendent  Gaatellum  presented  the 
testimony  for  the  National  Park  Service,  but  several  members  of  the  staff 
assisted  in  drafting  the  statement.   Press  coverage  of  the  hearing  was 
constructive,  except  in  the  Wyoming  press  where  the  Wyoming  Fish  and 
Game  Department  issued  a  press  release  in  advance  of  the  hearing  which 
condemned  the  Yellowstone  Administration  of  the  elk  management  program. 
Subsequent  to  the  hearing  Governor  Tiro  Babcock  of  Montana  had  contacted 
the  Superintendent's  Office  on  two  occasions  by  telephone  and  once  by 
letter  offering  assistance  in  trapping  and  transplanting  of  elk.   The 
Montana  Governor's  attitude  has  been  in  contrast  to  the  attitude  dis- 
played by  the  Wyoming  Fish  and  Game  Commission,  which  has  used  the  press 
as  the  medium  of  expressing  its  position  rather  than  consultation. 
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The  Annual  Travel  Report  for  Yellowstone  for  1962  has  been  written  and 
mailed  to  the  various  newspapers.   Yearly  travel  figures  to  the  Park  are 
1,925,227  visitors,  making  1962  the  record  year  for  visitation  to  Yellow- 
stone, exceeding  1957  which  has  been  the  all  time  high  travel  year  with 
1,595,857  visitors.   1962  travel  figures  are:  1,925,227  visitors,  5,365 
boats,  13,224  trailers  and  12,727  pickup  campers.  All  categories  showed 
an  increase  except  trailers,  which  showed  a  3.7  per  cent  loss. 

Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Garrison  departed  the  Park  December  4  en  route 
to  Panama  to  celebrate  Christmas  with  their  son  Lars  and  his  family. 
The  Garrisons  expect  to  return  the  4th  of  January. 

Administration 

Personnel : 

Promotion:    William  Barmore,  Park  Ranger,   GS-7,  to  Biologist,  GS-9, 

effective  12/13. 

William  H.  Hammack,  Signmaker,  to  Supervisory  Storekeep- 
ing  Clerk,  GS-5,  effective  12/3 

Reassignment:  Charles  R.  Morey,  Supervisory  Park  Ranger,  Position  175 

to  Position  No.  195.   12/3 

Transfers :    Oscar  T.  Dick,  Chief  Ranger,  transferred  to  Mt.  McKinley 

as  Superintendent,  effective  12/9 

Charles  Huffman,  from  Sequoia,  to  Radio  Technician, 
GS-11,  effective  12/16 

Conservation,  Interpretation  and  Use 

Interpretive  Services :  No  interpretive  services  were  offered  in  the 
Park  during  the  month  of  December.  When  Snowmobiles  of  West  Yellowstone 
start  their  tours  in  January,  Park  Rangers  Binnewies  and  Janda,  who  are 
stationed  at  Old  Faithful  will  provide  Impromptu  interpretation  for  the 
tours  at  Old  Faithful. 

History:   The  park  Historian  spent  two  days  on  research  and  writing  an 
historical  background  of  the  elk  problem. 

Research  for  the  story  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  Chapel  was 
completed,  and  abstract  cards  were  prepared  for  this  project,  as  well 
as  the  review  of  adverse  uses. 

The  Foster  manuscript  on  the  Battle  of  the  Big  Hole  was  reviewed  by 
the  Park  Historian. 
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Museum  Activities:  A  framed  photograph  of  Howard  Eaton  was  donated  to 
the  Museum  by  Mr.  Otho  Mack  of  Gardiner. 

Research  and  Observation:  A  trip  was  made  to  the  fumarole  area  in  Mary 
Bay.   It  is  only  during  low  water  periods  that  the  fumaroles  are  exposed. 
They  extend  for  at  least  100  yards  along  the  shore  of  the  Lake.  When  the 
Lake  is  calm,  surface  bubbling  can  be  seen  for  fully  half  a  mile  out  into 
the  Lake,  indicating  a  rather  extensive  belt  of  fumarolic  or  hot  ground. 

The  most  significant  thermal  activity  in  the  Norris  Basin  during  the 
month  was  two  major  eruptions  of  STEAMBOAT  GEYSER.   The  first  eruption 
was  on  the  10th  and  another  on  Christmas  Day.  Associate  Superintendent 
Gastellum  witnessed  the  eruption  on  Christmas  Day  and  described  it  as 
powerful,  spectacular  and  intimidating  due  to  the  tremendous  steam 
pressure  during  the  post  eruption  phase.  Mr.  Gastellum  will  write  a 
special  report  on  this  erputlon,  which  he  hopes  to  illustrate  with  color 
slides. 

Maintenance:   Park  Rangers  read  the  Madison  and  Lamar  River  gauges  each 
week  during  December  and  results  were  sent  to  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey. 

Concessioners :  Victor  and  Margaret  Hjelm  departed  the  Park,  December  4, 
for  their  home  in  Opportunity,  Washington,  after  more  than  30  years  with 
Yellowstone  Park  Company.  Mr.  Rjelm  worked  in  the  Park  from  1923  to  1928, 
and  returned  in  1932  and  has  been  here  since  that  time .   He  has  been  the 
Master  Painter  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  since  1924,  and  caretaker 
during  the  winter  seasons. 

The  annual  financial  statement  was  received  from  the  Yellowstone  Park 
Company  for  the  1962  season.  Franchise  fee  was  $17,324.03. 

The  annual  financial  statement  was  received  from  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc. 
for  the  1962  season.  Franchise  fee  was  $54,753.00. 

Wildlife: 

Bighorn:  Several  of  these  sheep  have  been  observed  during  the  month  on 

Specimen  Ridge  near  the  Horseshoe  area. 

Bison:   Over  100  bison  have  continued  to  frequent  the  area  north  of 
Dragon's  Mouth  in  ftayden  Valley. 

A  total  of  357  bison  were  trapped  and  shipped  by  the  Texas  Meat 
Company  during  the  month.   This  fulfilled  the  terms  of  the  contract  with 
the  Company.  A  helicopter  was  employed  to  herd  bison  into  enclosures. 

Elk:   Numerous  elk  have  been  seen  at  various  locations  throughout  the  Park. 
Approximately  1,000  were  observed  on  the  south  slopes  north  of  Crystal 
Trap.  A  herd  of  300  has  been  seen  in  Lamar-Soda  Butte  area. 
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Elk  live  traps  in  the  Lamar  and  Gardiner-Stevens  Creek  area  were 
activated  during  December.   Preparations  for  an  intensified  trapping 
program  with  employment  of  two  helicopters  to  drive  elk  into  these 
traps  were  authorized  by  Acting  Superintendent  Gastellum  after  the 
Congressional  sub -commit tee  hearing  in  Bozeman,  Montana,  December  13. 

The  weekly  collection  of  elk  specimens  for  research  being  carried  out 
by  the  Montana  S  ate  University  and  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 
was  continued  by  rangers  during  the  month. 

Twenty-6even  elk  were  taken  for  the  biological  collection  and  salvaged 
for  Indian  school  use. 

Fox:   One  red  fox  was  observed  at  Lamar  on  December  26. 

Moose;   Ten  were  observed  along  the  Gallatin  on  December  17.   Ten  were 
observed  December  8  between  Lamar  and  Cooke  City. 

Public  Affairs 

Publicity:  On  each  Thursday  the  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  was  issued  to 
keep  employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently  informed  of  Park 
happenings . 

Two  press  releases  were  issued  during  the  month:  one  on  the  House 
Interior  and  Insular  Affairs  Committee  meeting  in  Bozeman,  and  the 
other  on  travel  in  Park  during  holidays. 

Press  coverage  on  the  elk  management  program  is  much  more  constructive 
this  year  than  it  was  last  year. 

Public  Relations:   Park  Ranger  Carl  C.  Lamb  of  East  Entrance  lias  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  public  relations  program,  speaking  in  Lander, 
Riverton  and  Worland,  Wyoming  communities  where  there  is  a  strong 
demand  for  his  services. 

Religious  and  Chapel  Use:   Protestant  services  were  held  throughout  the 
month.  A  special  Christmas  Eve  service  was  held  December  24  at 
7:00  p.m.,  conducted  by  Rev.  John  Lee. 

Construction:  West  Yellowstone  Airport.  A  preliminary  Master  Plan  and 
actually  the  firs5  of  the  working  drawings  for  the  airport  was  submitted 
by  the  project  engineers,  the  Wenzel  Company  of  Great  Falls,  and  these 
were  routed  for  review  within  the  Service.   On  December  14  a  meeting  was 
called  in  Helena,  Montana  by  Mr.  Pearson  of  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency 
for  a  broad  review  of  the  entire  project  at  which  time  the  financing,  land 
exchange  and  master  plan  were  discussed  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission,  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  National  Park  Service,  and  Wenzel 
Company . 
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The  B*t/l  Spring*  project  has  goat  through  a  series  o 
phases  resulting  in  to*  propose*  capping  vlth  concrete  oi  the 
loceted  in  the  islddU  of  the  roadway  end  the  venting  ot  the  e 
system  eloag  lines  which  were  originally  proposed  by  people  v 
Service. 

Coot  recti :  The  to  I  loving  contracts  were  awarded  during  the  ai 

Floyd  Hathaway 

Chester,  Idaho   Clinic  Building  end  Utilities,  Haeeoti 

Floyd  Hathaway 

Cheater,  Idaho   Elementary  .School  Building,  Meaeoth 
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Oe«ign  audi  Genet ruction 
Yellowstone  National  Park 
1962 


rillli   Ml8*  — *  Swrveynt     The  following  drawings  received  action 
indicated: 

HP-YEL-8329,  West  Yellowstone  Airport  (Preliminary 
Master  Plan)    -  reviewed. 

MP-YIL-3437H3,  Grant  Village  Master  Plan  Drawing  - 
reviewed  by  Yellowstone  Planning  Committee.     VODC 
advised  of  suggested  revisions. 

Revised  Working  Graving  He,  HP-YEL-2365-B,  Tower  Jet. 
•  reviewed  and  reccessftnded  subject  to 


Preliminary  Construction  and  Specification  Outline  • 
Seaidence(e)   -  Ksmmoth  (Drawing  PC3100)   -  reccesntnded 
subject  to 


Floyd  Hathaway,  Cheater,  Idaho 
Contract  Mo.    14-10-0243-4*8,  $77,232.90 
construction  of  Clinic  Building  and  Utilities 


Tlcyd  Bathawey,  Chester,  Idaho 
Contract  no.  14-10-0243-489,  9140,791.00 
: ruction  of  Kleswntary  School  Building 


Bids  on  these  two  projects  wsre  opened  December   13,    1962 


3,    1962  -  Dubois  Electric 

Contract  Bo.   14 -10-0243 -A3 2 
Alteration  of  Electrical  Distribution 
System,  Mammoth 


Btop  Work  Order: 


19,    1962  -  Dubois  Electric 

Contract  no.   14-10-0243-482 
Alteretlon  of  Electrical  Distribution 
System,  Mammoth 
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Stop  Work,  Order; 


28,  1962  -  R.  J.  Studer  and  Sons 

Contract  No.  14-10-0243-4*7 
Clearing,  Rental  Trailer  Court 
Fishing  Bridge 


Contract  No.  14-10*243-421,  R.  J.  Studer  and  Sons,  Kater  and  Sewer, 
Bridge  Bay,  has  been  finaled  but  the  contractor  haa  entered  claims  for 
$2,826.60  and  $3,200.00. 

The  Bureau  of  Public  *aa&*   haa  awarded  a  contract  for  construction  of 
bridges  and  guardrail  on  the  Wyoming  section  of  Bear tooth  Highway  to 
KeClellen  and  HacQueen  of  War land,  Wyoming  in  the  amount  of  $145,225.00. 

On  flair— bar  14  Assistant  Superintendent  Nelson  end  Perk  Landscape 
Architect  Mettson  attended  a  aeeting  in  Helena,  Montana,  with  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Forest  Service,  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  and 
the  architects,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  necessary  coordination 
and  discussing  the  development  of  the  west  Yellowstone  Airport. 
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